
 

April 2018 Newsletter 1 

 

THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

Grave Robbing 
 

In Mel Brooks’ movie, Young Frankenstein, a brilliant comic send-up of Mary 
Shelly’s gothic monster novel, American Dr. Frederick Frankenstein, brilliantly 
played by Gene Wilder, (which he pronounces Frankensteen, to try and avoid his 
ties to his grandfather Dr. Victor Frankenstein) gets unexpectedly drawn into 
returning to his infamous grandfather’s home in Transylvania. There he meets a 
trio of assistants who will become his accomplices when he reads his 
grandfather’s laboratory notes and becomes convinced that he can bring a dead 
human being back to life again. Together with Inge, his beautiful laboratory 
assistant (Teri Garr), and Igor (pronounced Eye-gor), the son of Igor the first Dr. Frankenstein’s assistant 
(Marty Feldman) and finally Frau Blucher (Cloris Leachman), they conspire to make a second 
Frankenstein monster. 
 

The first thing they must do is find a suitable body to reanimate, which they find in an enormous 
criminal who has been hung as punishment for his crimes. And so Igor and Dr. Frankenstein slink out 
one night to dig up the body. Now digging up this huge corpse is not an easy job for Dr. Frankensteen 
and Eye-gor. After heaving the huge coffin out of its grave, Dr. Frankensteen exhaustedly remarks about 
what a dirty, filthy job it’s been. To which Eye-gor reponds, “It could be worse.  It could be raining.”  At 
which time, lightening crackles and the heavens open up and begin to pour. 
 

And Dr. Frankensteen, is successful in his quixotic quest. His monster lives and Dr. Franksteen 
triumphantly declares himself a Frankenstein. 
 

After realizing, that Eye-gor has deceived him and the good doctor has put an abnormal brain in his giant 
and grotesque creation, the rest of the movie becomes a quest to make this monster into a human being. 
In the end, it becomes evident that Dr. Frederick Frankenstein must give the monster part of himself in 
order to make him human.  And he willingly does so. 
 

The heart of the Christian story is from comic perspective, the story of a grave robbing. We human 
beings are a funny lot. We do so many things that defy a logical explanation because they put us at risk 
for an early grave. We smoke, eat and drink to excess.  We fight and kill each other with remarkable ease 
and persist in inventing ways to make it even easier. We live in a death denying culture, a society that 
acts like death only comes when something goes horribly wrong which gives us the opportunity to sue 
somebody and more money to buy more stuff which won’t make us any happier. And yet, death comes to 
us all.  It is the most equitable of the events in life, because we all will come to an end. 
 

The good news of Christianity is that our God reaches down into the graves that we have made for 
ourselves and says “No!” No matter what dirty, filthy mess of a grave we have made: addiction, 
obsession, narcissism, materialism, or anything else - our God stands ready to dig us out of the pit and 
breathe new life into us and declare that death does not have the final say. 
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Even when death shrouds us in grief, when in the changes and chances of this life death comes too soon, 
when those who seek power or to maintain through violence and oppression, our God says they will not 
have the final say, I will says our God. I will and my word is LIFE. 
 

And to show this to us, God gave a piece of himself to us, his Son, so that we might not only have life but 
have it in all its human glory. 
 

Resurrection Happens! 
 

Jeff+  

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting March 20, 2018 

Minutes 

 

Present: The Rev. Jeff Douglas (Rector), Ernie Carter (Treasurer), Dr. Charles Sawyer, Buddy Jones, David 

Simons, Rob Outland, Brenda Hewitt, David Shields, Becky Johnson, and Carolyn Peele. 

After opening the meeting in prayer, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved.  A motion was made by Dr. Charles Sawyer and seconded by the Senior 

Warden, Buddy Jones, to give our secretary a raise. The motion passed unanimously. The financial audit report 

will be completed by May. 

Proceeds of over $1500 from the Rector’s Birthday Dinner will be sent to the Episcopal Relief & Development 

Fund to assist Puerto Rico. 

On Maundy Thursday, St. Thomas will join with the Methodist and Presbyterian churches for our traditional 

Maundy Thursday celebration. 

Dr. Sawyer suggested that we should revisit having a Parish Retreat.  Our last one was approximately ten years 

ago.  Inquiries will be made of the Parish to determine its feasibility. 

The Jr. Warden, David Simons, reported that the chimney cap is here but not installed.  Lighting is repaired. 

The tile in the sanctuary was fixed.  Both bathroom floors need replacing. David will research a janitor service 

to maintain clean mats and mop heads for the church.  

The Ministry Review is working on a parish survey and timeline for the review will be ready by our next 

meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned following the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Hewitt, Clerk 
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Remember the 21st and keep it . . . on the 22nd 

In response to the directive from the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop, who has asked 

Episcopalians to remember the 21st of each month and keep it as a day of Prayer, Fasting, and 

Advocacy, we shall designate Sunday, April 22, as this month’s 21st. 

On that day, the morning Eucharist will include special prayers reminding each of us of the 

privilege we enjoy that gives us the opportunity to minister to others.  This month, that 

ministry will take the form of preparing Spring Soundness Kits.  Members of the parish will 

provide items that we shall assemble into kits for distribution by the Ahoskie Food Pantry. 

Items to be included are 

anti-bacterial cream          band-aids          lotion          mouthwash          sunglasses               

          sunscreen          toothbrush          toothpaste          trail mix          water 

 

 

Please plan to help with this project, and to mark each 21st on your calendar for prayer, fasting, 
and advocacy. 

 
  

                        

 
Dr. Michael Adam Hewitt  

10/27/1939 – 3/3/2018 
 
 

The Memorial Service for Dr. Hewitt will be held on 
Friday, April 13 at 11 a.m. 

 

 

Dr. Stanleigh Edward Jenkins, Jr. 
9/16/1932 – 1/4/2016 

 

 

 

Dr. Stanleigh Edward Jenkins, Jr. 
9/16/1932 – 1/4/2016 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/canterbury-cathedral-choir-concert-tickets-38099517683
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

  6 Charles Pierce 
  8 Tillery Johnson 
  8 Hanes Joyner 
  9 Raggs Rascoe 
14    Sarah T. Davis 
14    George Owens 
15 Stephanie Brooks 
15    Ann Hughes 
18 Linda Shotwell 
21 Gail Carter 
22    Martina Jones 
22    Wyatt Redman 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Charles, Tillery, Hanes, Raggs, Sarah T., George, 

Stephanie, Ann, Linda, Gail, Martina, Wyatt, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  1    Mac and Sarah Griffin  
  5    Charles and Stephanie Brooks 
12 Jamie and Becky Johnson 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  

Send therefore your blessing upon Mac and Sarah, Charles and Stephanie, Jamie and Becky,, that they may so love, honor, and 

cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for April 2018 

Acolytes 

1 
 

Bill Blanchard  

8 
 

Hugh Davis and Alexis Urquhart-Harrell 

15 
 

Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin 

22 
 

Mary Outland and Christiana Vaughan 

29 
 

Charles Sawyer 

Altar Flowers  

1 
 

Flower Guild 

8 
 

OPEN DATE 

15 
 

Mr. Buddy Jones 

22 
 

OPEN DATE 

29 
 

Flower Guild 

 Altar Guild 

Brenda Hewitt and Tomma Jenkins                   

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

  4 
 
Dicky Hoggard 

11 
 

Jim Shotwell 

18 
 

Peggy Vann 

25 
 
Bubba Peele 

    
Lay Readers 

1 10:30 AM 
 

EASTER Claudia Griffin 

4 6:00 PM  NO EVENING PRAYER 

8 8:00 AM 
 

Morning Prayer OPEN 

 
10:30 AM 

 
Holy Eucharist Martie Tayloe 

11 6:00 PM 
 

Evening Prayer Martie Tayloe 

15 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Buck Suiter 

18 6:00 PM 

 

Evening Prayer Buck Suiter 

22 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Colin Jones 

25 6:00 PM 
 

Evening Prayer   Colin Jones 

        29 10:30 AM 
 

  Holy Eucharist        John Davis 
 

     
Ushers 

Charles Sawyer and David Simons 

Yard Work 

 

 

 

Hospitality Committee 

 Johnny and Claudia Griffin 

Jack and Lindsay Vaughan 

Brenda Hewitt 

Mac & Sarah Griffin 

1 
 

Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 

8 
 

Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 

15 
 

Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 

22 
 

Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 

29 
 

Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes                                       
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


